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INTRODUCING THE EXCLUSIVE VISA BLACK CARD 

For those who demand only the best of what life has to offer, the exclusive Visa Black Card 
is for you. The Black Card is not just another piece of plastic. Made with carbon graphite, it 
is the ultimate buying tool. As a Cardmember, you will receive Luxury Gifts from some of the 

The Black Card is not for everyone. In fact it is limited to only 1 % of U.S. residents to 
ensure the highest caliber of personalized service is provided to every Cardmember. 

Become a Black Card member today and enjoy our 24-hour world class Concierge Service 

For more information or to apply online, visit us at blackcard.com 
or call 1 -866-Black Card (252-2522). 

BLACK CARD. 

The World Awaits. 










































































Meet the curvaceously scene stealing all-new Volkswagen CC. 
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Tournament poker is a 


BATTLE 
OF MINDS 



Are you ready for tournament poker 
at the world's largest poker site? 


P* kerStars.net 
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NOVEMBER4,2008 

ATLANTA 

On November 4, 2008, I flew home after burying my 
mother in New York the day before. Her name was Fran¬ 
ces Junod. She was ninety-two. She died on October 25. 
She was cremated. Her ashes were buried next to my fa¬ 
ther’s, at the veterans’ cemetery in Calverton, New York, 
which is a town at the end of the Long Island Expressway. I 
saw the hole in the ground prepared for her; it was terribly 
small, the size of the holes you dug when you were a kid and 
wanted to bury treasure. Cremation does that—it reduces 
the scale of the dead, and so it reduces the scale of the liv¬ 
ing. The sight of her in abox smaller than the box that once 
collected her costume jewelry—and yet laid out on a gur¬ 
ney designed for the expanse of a full-fledged coffin—was, 
to me, insufferably comic and unutterably sad and, to my 
daughter, Nia, one of the first of life’s absurd amazements. 
She is five and a half, and she kept asking, “How did PoPo 
fit in the box? How did PoPo fit in the box?” 
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The House That 
Esquire Built 
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What is this? A BlackBerry? Because this 
plays music and movies, and takes pictures 
that look like real pictures. Now if only I 
could post that stuff directly to the web— 
Whoa. There is a Santa. 

















The Mercedes-Benz BlueTEC 
clean-diesel SUVs are here. 
Extraordinarily powerful, luxurious and fuel-efficient, 
they represent the latest innovation from the company 
that pioneered diesel technology. Mercedes-Benz 
BlueTEC SUVs offer incredible driving range and a 
remarkable 20-30% better fuel economy than comparable 


gasoline models. It’s an achievement that Road & Track 
noted on a trip in rural Vermont, calling the 
BlueTEC-powered ML’s 27.5 mpg “impressive.”* 
Likewise, on a test drive of its own, Motor Trend 
stated that it “returned an impressive average of 
27.8 mpg during our cruise up the West Coast.”** 
So you’ll not only live green, you’ll save green. 




MBUSA.com/thinkblue 


ieTEC. 2009 GL320 BlueTEC and 2009 R320 BlueTEC above shown in optional Iridium Silver metallic paint. 2009 ML320 BlueTEC 
may be featured. *Road & Track 10/08. "Motor Trend 10/08. ©2008 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC 

For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com. 




